Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council 
Member Wilson:
RESOLUTION 2015-811
A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING January 12, 2016 AS COVER JACKSONVILLE DAY IN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE TO FURTHER THE VITAL NEED TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR OUR YOUTH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville is fully committed to ensuring that all Duval County families with children who qualify for free or low cost health insurance through the State of Florida’s KidCare program are aware of their eligibility and have access to free  enrollment help; and

WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville recognizes that kids who get regular medical check-ups and health care, including vaccinations, have better attendance rates and get better grades in school; it is a moral obligation to insure uninsured children, from birth through 18 years of age, for doctor visits, inoculations, prescriptions, dental, hearing and vision care, surgery and emergencies and mental health services; and
WHEREAS,
the National League of Cities, through the Atlantic Philanthropies, provided $260,000 to the Jacksonville Children’s Commission for an outreach and enrollment campaign for Florida KidCare; and
WHEREAS,
a coalition of community partners, led by the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, and including the United Way of Northeast Florida’s 211 Call Center and Full Service Schools, the Florida Department of Health, Duval County Public Schools, Northeast Florida Healthy Start Coalition, the Florida Department of Children and Families, City of Jacksonville Employee Services Division, and the Epilepsy Foundation of Florida established Cover Jacksonville, an eighteen-month campaign; and
WHEREAS,
Cover Jacksonville established the first community-wide network of 20 free enrollment locations where families can get assistance in enrolling their children in Florida KidCare; with both parents working, coverage may be available for as little as $15-$20 per month per household, and cover up to 8 children; and
WHEREAS,
the Cover Jacksonville campaign has worked with area youth-serving organizations to identify uninsured children and refer families to enrollment centers for assistance; and

WHEREAS,
in 2014, the first Child Health Policy Symposium was held at Jacksonville University’s Public Policy Institute; the symposium featured Mathematica Policy Research’s Senior Researcher as the keynote speaker and hosted 80 participants including local and state elected officials, hospital and community health executives; and


WHEREAS,
the City recognizes the overwhelming assistance with outreach and enrollment by the following partner agencies: Northeast Florida Healthy Start Coalition, Florida Department of Health, Duval County, Department of Children and Families, United Way 211 Helpline, United Way Full Service Schools of Jacksonville, Florida Blue and the City of Jacksonville, Employee Services Division; and
WHEREAS,
Cover Jacksonville received a $10,000 grant from the Florida Blue Foundation to enable families’ referrals to Florida KidCare and to support outreach and enrollment efforts in Duval County so that more children in Jacksonville can gain access to free or low-cost health insurance coverage; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby designate January 12, 2016 as Cover Jacksonville Day in the City of Jacksonville to further awareness of the vital need to provide healthcare coverage to our youth.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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